
all   aboXt   

RelaWed   ArWs   aW   Halls   Middle   School   
  

     At   HMS,   \oX   Zill   take   some   classes   oXtside   \oXr   Zing   called   Related   Arts   classes.    TZo   of   these   classes   are   
\ear-long   classes   (band   and   chorXs)   bXt   the   others   are   taXght   on   a   9   Zeek   rotation.    That   means   that   \oX   Zill   
get   to   take   betZeen   5   and   8   of   these   classes   eYer\   \ear!    YoX   ma\   take   some   of   them   more   than   once.   
  
  
  
  

Rotation   Related   Arts   Classes   at   Halls   Middle   School :    These   classes   last   for   9   weeks.   
  

AUW     -   StXdents   are   introdXced   to   the   YisXal   arts   cXrricXlXm,   e[ploring   a   Yariet\   of   materials   and   mediXms.   
  

Ke\bRaUdLQJ ±   StXdents   learn   aboXt   basic   compXter   fXnctions,   ke\boarding   skills,   internet   safet\,   softZare   
applications,   and   c\berbXll\ing.   
  

GeQeUaO   MXVLc    -   StXdents   are   introdXced   to   mXsic,   learn   to   read   basic   mXsic/rh\thm,   and   learn   aboXt   mXsic   
histor\   and   genres.   
  

HeaOWK    -   StXdents   stXd\   basic   bod\   s\stems,   general   health   knoZledge,   bXll\ing   and   decision-making   skills.     
  

PK\VLcaO   EdXcaWLRQ    -   PE   emphasi]es   recreational   actiYities   and   health\   liYing.     
  

Students   are   scheduled   for   these   classes   b\   our   guidance   department;   \ou   will   not   be   asked   to   choose.    Care   
is   taken   to   ensure   that   each   student   is   given   a   varied   Related   Arts   e[perience.     
  
  
  

  
  
  

All   HMS   6Wh   gUade   VWXdenWV   aUe   REQUIRED   WR   Wake   
band,   chRUXV,   RU   geneUal   mXVic.   PleaVe   make   VXUe   WR   

fill   RXW   Whe   GRRgle   fRUm   (Vcan   Whe   cRde   RU   Vee   Whe   
HMS   ZebViWe)   VR   WhaW   \RX   geW   Whe   claVV   \RX   ZanW!   

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  



  
  
  

EYer\thing   a   5th   Grader   Needs   To   KnoZ   AboXt   

BAND   &   CH2586   
at   Halls   Middle   School   

  
Wh\   should   I   be   in   chorus   and/or   band?     
There   are   lots   of   reasons!    Band   and   chorXs   are   great   places   to   learn   aboXt   mXsic,   get   performing   e[perience,   
and   make   friends.    Man\   research   stXdies   oYer   the   \ears   haYe   shoZn   that   stXdents   Zho   participate   in   chorXs   
and   band   haYe   higher   grades   and   test   scores.    Most   of   all,   band   and   chorXs   are   FUN!   
  

Do   I   have   to   pla\   or   sing   b\   m\self?      
Members   of   band   and/or   chorXs   are   part   of   a   groXp,   and   Ze   perform   as   a   groXp.    There   are   sometimes   
opportXnities   for   solo   or   small   groXp   performances   if   stXdents   choose   to   take   them,   bXt   most   of   the   time   Ze   
sing   and   pla\   as   one   big   happ\   famil\!   
  

Are   there   after-school   practices   for   band   or   chorus?      
Band   and   chorXs   are   classes   that   meet   dXring   the   school   da\.    There   are   no   reqXired   before-   or   after-school   
practices   for   middle   school   chorXs,   bXt   band   has   an   after   school   practice   on   the   da\   of   oXr   concert;   \oX   jXst   
sta\   after   school   Xntil   the   concert!   
  

Does   band   or   chorus   interfere   Zith   sports?     
No!    HMS   band   and   chorXs   members   are   inYolYed   in   all   kinds   of   actiYities,   inclXding   basketball,   dance,   track,   
chXrch,   football,   golf,   chorXs,   National   JXnior   Honor   Societ\,   Teens   for   Christ,   Beta   ClXb,   and   man\   other   
actiYities.     
  

I   don¶t   knoZ   hoZ   to   read   music   or   pla\   an   instrument,   and   I¶ve   never   been   in   chorus.    Can   I   still   join?     
Of   coXrse!    In   fact,   almost   all   of   oXr   6th   grade   band   stXdents   are   beginners.    Most   of   them   haYe   neYer   pla\ed   
an   instrXment,   and   eYen   feZer   alread\   knoZ   hoZ   to   read   mXsic.    Man\   chorXs   stXdents   are   in   e[actl\   the   
same   boat!    We   start   at   the   Yer\   beginning,   and   teach   \oX   EVERYTHING   \oX   need   to   knoZ.   
  

If   I¶m   in   band   and/or   chorus,   can   I   still   take   other   related   arts   classes?     
Yes!    All   stXdents,   inclXding   band   and   chorXs   stXdents,   Zill   haYe   the   opportXnit\   to   take   a   Yariet\   of   related   arts   
classes   Zhile   the\   are   at   HMS.   
  

Can   I   be   in   both   band   and   chorus?     
AbsolXtel\!    Lots   of   stXdents   participate   in   both   band   and   chorXs.    We   eYen   haYe   a   special   name   for   these   
oXtstanding   sXpermXsicians-   BCs!   
  

What   about   concerts?    When   are   the\?     
There   are   2   or   3   concerts   per   \ear   for   each   band   and   chorXs   groXp.    These   performances   are   reqXired   as   a   
part   of   \oXr   grade.   Dates   Zill   be   sent   home   at   the   beginning   of   the   school   \ear.   
  
  
  



  
What   instruments   can   I   pla\   in   band?      
We   start   6   instrXments   in   si[th   grade:   trombone,   baritone,   trXmpet,   clarinet,   flXte,   and   bell   kit.   
  

Do   I   get   to   pick   Zhich   instrument   I   pla\   if   I¶m   in   band?     
UsXall\,   bXt   Zith   a   little   help.   Some   stXdents   knoZ   Zhat   the\   Zant   to   pla\   before   joining   band,   bXt   Ze   spend   
time   at   the   beginning   of   the   school   \ear   e[ploring   options   together.    
  

Where   do   I   get   an   instrument   for   band?     
Almost   all   beginners   rent   an   instrXment   from   RXsh¶s   (573-4138,   jXst   soXth   of   the   Henle\   Street   Bridge)   or   
LXnsford¶s   (523-0276,   Western   AYenXe   near   I-640.)    A   feZ   stXdents   Zill   borroZ   an   instrXment   from   a   friend   or   
famil\   member.    Others   Zill   pXrchase   their   oZn   instrXment.    (Please   do   not   pXrchase   an   instrXment   ZithoXt   
checking   Zith   Mrs.   Kimbro   FIRST.    There   are   man\   loZ-qXalit\   instrXments   aYailable,   and   the\   Zill   NOT   Zork!   
YoXr   mone\   Zill   be   Zasted!)   YoX   do   not   need   to   get   an   instrXment   Xntil   school   begins   in   AXgXst.   
  

What   if   I   can¶t   afford   an   instrument?      
There   are   a   limited   nXmber   of   school   instrXments   aYailable   for   stXdents   to   Xse.    The\   are   giYen   oXt   on   a   
first-come,   first-serYe   basis   to   those   in   need.    Please   let   Mrs.   Kimbro   knoZ   immediatel\   if   \oX   need   assistance!   
All   of   these   instrXments   Zill   probabl\   be   spoken   for   prett\   soon,   so   act   qXickl\.   
  

I   think   I   Zant   to   be   in   chorus   and/or   band,   but   I¶m   not   sure.    What   should   I   do?     
Join!    In   si[th   grade,   Ze   learn   all   the   basics.    It¶s   reall\   difficXlt   to   catch   Xp   in   seYenth   or   eighth   grade   if   \oX   
miss   all   of   that.    YoXr   best   bet   is   to   tr\   it   and   see   hoZ   it   goes!   YoX   can   alZa\s   decide   not   to   continXe   in   7th   
and/or   8th   grade.   
  

WKaW   dR   I   dR   LI   I   KaYe   RWKeU   TXeVWLRQV?     
JXst   call   or   email   a   teacher!   We¶ll   be   happ\   to   help   \oX   oXt.     
ChorXs   qXestions:    Mrs.   Casteel-   karen.casteel@kno[schools.org,   

    Mrs.   Ullom-     l\ndse\.Xllom@kno[schools.org   
Band   qXestions:    Mrs.   Kimbro-   tiffan\.kimbro@kno[schools.org   
Halls   Middle   School-   922-7494   
  
  


